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E TO l\lEND 

REL TING TO THE 
ND ONSOLlDATE THE LAW 

RI.AGE AND DIVORCE OF fus 
M JE T 's S BJE TS I 1EYLON PROFESSING THE 

i[ SLIM F .AITH. • 

[1st .JanUCJ1ry, 1937 .] 

PART I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

1. (1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Muslim Marriage
and Divorce Registration Or�ance. 

(2) This Ordinance shall apply only to subjects of His
Majesty professing Islam. 

2. The Registrar-General shall, subject to the directions
of the Executive Committee, have the general control and 
superintendence of the registration of marriages and divorces 
under this Ordinance. 

3. (1) The Provincial Registrar may issue a licence to be
an officiating priest in the form prescribed in the First Schedule 
to any Muslim applying for the same, who, in his opinion, i 
a fit and proper person to regis_ter marriages and divorce 
under this Ordinance, and may by order cancel and recall 
any such licence at his discretion. 

(2) Such licence shall be in original and counterfoil and
shall state that the person named tbereinis 1icensed to reg· t r 
marriageB and divorces for any particula.r area to be specified 
therein. 

(3) '!'he prescribed fee for any such lie nee h 11 b p id in
8tampB, which shall be supplied by the appli ant md hall b 
affixed to tho count tfoil and duly anc 11 d by th Pr in i l 
ltcgistro,r. A liBt of Fmoh lie n s shall b m d ,ntl pr r cl 
in tJic oJnco c,f tho Peovin in,l R gi tru,r, nnd hall from time 
to time bo pu bl iflh cl in th Oet,ze.lfr.. 
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MARRIAGE AND DIV OR E ( M A.'LI JJ1). 

-----

(4) o om in.ting priest sbn,ll r gi l •r a,ny marriage or
di,•orce ontrn ted or -IT ckd outsid h lirnils of the n,r a 
pecifi d in th licence is u l to him : 

Pr idod, how r, t,hat it shall be la, ful for ho R gistrar­
G n rn,l in his di r tion, in r sp ct of any particular marriag , 
on pe in,l application mad for that purpose by the bridegroom 
and th wali of th brid and on payment of the prescribed 
£ e, to auth rise b l tter an offi iating priest licens cl for on 

· area to regist r th marriage in another area.

[Cap. 99. 

(5) Every officiating priest to whom a licence bas been (§ 5, 9 of 1934. J
i sued by the Provincial Registrar under subsection (1) 
shall r side w'ithin the particular area specified in that licence • 

as the area for which he is licensed to register marriages and 
divorces. 

(6) In a case where an officiating priest is temporarily [§ 5, 9 of 1934.]

absent from the area for which he is licensed to register 
marriages and divorces or is temporarily incapacitated from 
the performance of his duties under this Ordinance by reason 
of illness or other sufficient cause, it shall be competent for 
the Provincial Registrar to is ue a licence to a person duly 
qualified under subsection (1) to act for such officiating 
priest for a specified period. 

Every licence issued under this subsection shall be free 
from stamp duty and shall be valid only for the period specified 
therein. 

(7) An officiating priest shall be bound to attend the [§ 5, 9_of 1934.]
marriage ceremony for the purpose of registering a marriage 
if either of the contracting_ parties to that marriage requires 
his attendance at the ceremony for that purpose : 

Provided that nothing in this subsection contained shall 
affect or be construed to affect the right of an officiating 
priest to refuse to register any marriage sought to be registered 
in contravention of the provisions of this Ordinance or of the 
regulations made thereunder. 

4. (1) The Governor may appoint any male Muslim of Ka.this.
good character and position and of suitable attainments to be [§ 6, 9 fl. 3�-)

a Kathi. The letter of appointment shall state that the 
person named therein is appointed to be a Ka,thi for an 
particular area to be specified therein and the period £ r 
which the appointment is made. 
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Cap. 99.] UA RR! A-./� 1 D I VOR(f E ( nIUSLI.1.11). 

( ) ◄� er. npp in m uL of l aLhi Rhnll b n()tificd in the 
(la;. tt ,. ' he -.ov rnor mn,y at any i me at h if.! pleasure 
by n tifi ot ion in U1 az tt anu l sn h n.ppointmont. 

r. li, !'I 11 111:iL) (3) hver. ] nLhi Rhall r<'Aid ,·ithin th parti ·nlnr nrPa

aid fr thi . 

l , 9 of I!l34.J

lj(f J/JH lit.tlJJo 
VJ rr••�, ,., 

lfJIJII J Jf!'', 

• I crifi d in hi. I t r f npp inLm n .

( ) In th v n f a 1 a hi t mp rarily lr, ving tho firf'' 

� r "hi h h is appoinL 1 or in th vent of n, Kathi br•inc,
t mpornril, in apa ita cl from th p rformance of hiA 
dnti und r hi rdinancc by r ason of illness or other 
uffi icnt au, h v rnor may appoint a suitable per on 

to a t for him. 

5. (1) Th ov rnor may appoint a board consisting of 
fi male fo lims r sid nt in the Island who are of good 
harac er and position and of suitable attainments (hereinafter 

call d he Board of I athis) to hear appeals from Kathis. 

(2) Three m mbers of the Board of Kathis shall form a
quorum of that board. o appeal shall be heard by the 
Board of Kathis unless a quorum is present. The decision 
of a majority of the members of the Board of Kathis who 
are pre ent at the hearing of an appeal shall for all purpo es 
be deemed to be the decision of the board. 

(3) The appointment of the members of the Board of
Ka.this shall be notified in the Gazette. The Governor may 
at any time at his pleasure, by notification in the Gazette,

cancel any such appointment and appoint some other suitable 
person to fill the place of the person who�e appointment is 
so cancelled. 

(4) In the event of a member of the Board of Kathis dyin<Y
or resigning or leaving the Island or becoming incapable or 
refusing to perform his duties, the Governor ma appoint 
suitable person to fill his place. 

P RT II. 

MARTITA ]l '. 

6. (1) In th as of r ma,rrin w 1 

MLIFdi111R aft r th oomm n m nt in 
Hh II IJ th du !,y of i,h bricl gt' om ,,n l t,\u ,n li 
U10 IH•jd ( xc pt, wl1 1· Lil( l"n,thi hn1-1 l ·p,· H:-.ly It th ri· d 
tlto IJII n-in 1< 1111du· H ion 21 (!..) ) nntl t.h l tri i,tin� 
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IJARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (J."V.IU LI !I). 

pn t ,vho a ml h marring r r moni , t tb r qu s 
of h onLru. ·ing parLi s n nd Lh pri st con lucting th
rnu.rriag oni 
imm di 

and th two wjtn s cs t th mnrd ge, 
the p rformanc f such cer m nic8 

t u h marriage or to cause uch marriage to
b at th w dding m etina h lcl accordina to
u tom.

(2) Every p r on upon whom a duty is imposed by this
rdinance to regi ter a marriage or to cause a marriage to

be regi tered , ho omits to register ucb. marriage or to cause 
uch marriage to be registered shall be auilty of an offence 

a.nd hall on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding 
one hundred rupees, and on a econd or subsequent conviction 
to a .fine not exceeding one hundred rupee or to imprisonment 
of either description for a term not exceeding ix month. or to 
both uch fine and imprisonment. 

7. (1) Before the regi tration of the marriage, the
bridegroom and the wali of the bride ( except where the 
consent of such wali has been dispensed with under ection 21 
(2) ) shall sign before the officiating priest declarations in the
form prescribed in the First chedule. It shall be -the duty
of the officiating priest to require the �ridegr_oom and the
wali, if any, to sign such declaration

(2) The officiating priest shall then enter in duplicate
in the English or Tamil language a statement of the particular 
of the marriage in a marriage register which he is hereby 
required to keep for that purpose in the form prescribed in 
the First Schedule. 

(3) The prescribed fee shall be paid in stamps which shall 
be supplied by the bridegroom. Such stamps shall be affixed 
to the duplicate of the marriage register and shall be duly 
cancelled by the officiating priest according to law. 

8. ( 1) The marriage register hall be igned by the
officiating priest and by the priest conducting the m rria,ao 
ceremonies and also by the bridegroom, and by the ,Yali of 
the bride except where the Kathi has expr 1 authori d 
such marriage under section 21 (2), and shall b a.tt d b. · 
the two witne ses pre ent at the marriag 

(2) Every regi tration of a marriag hall b nu11.l II nd 

numbered consecutively from th b ginnincr 1,o t,h nd f 

the marriage regi ter. 
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[§ 8, 0 of l 3-J..]
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and form of 
registration. 

[§ 9, , 9 of l 93+.J

[§ 9, 9 of 1034.]

(§ 9, 9 of 1934.]
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Cap. 99.J 

[ 10, 9 of 1934.J 

1 rLifi Rt and 
cleclnrations o 
b fon ard d o 
I ro incial 
Re i tror. 

(§ 1.1 0 of 1934.J

(§ 11, 0 of 1934.J

[§ 11,�9 of 1934.J

PenaJt,ies. 

[ · 12, 9 of 1934.] 

MARRIAGE A D DIVORCE (llf USLilll). 

(3) In a case where the officiating priest also conduct

tb marriage ceremoni s it shall not be necessary for such 
offici ting prie t to sign the marriage register in more than 
on pla 

9. (1) The offici ting pri t reai tering he marriage hall
f, rthwj h detach the duplicate from the marriage r gi ter 
and send it together with the declarations under section 7 (1), 
on or before the fifth day of the month following that in which 
the marriage was registered, to the Provincial Regi trar 
having jurisdiction over the ar a for which he has been 

licensed: 

Provided, however, that where the marriage i registered 
by an officiating priest authorised under he proviso to section 
3 (4), the officiating prie t shall in addition sen certified 
copies of the statement of the particular ent r d in the 
marriage register, of the declara ion , and of th 1 tter 
authorising the regi: ration of the marriage b the said 
officiating prie t to he Provincial R gi trar having jurisdic­
tion o er th ar a in , hich the marriage i reci ter d. 

(2) All dupli at nt to he Provincial Registrar in 
accordance with he provi ion of ubsection (1) shall be 
forwarded b him to he · tr r- ener l ho shall cau e 
su h duplicate o fil d nd r r d in hi office. 

10. when r quired under 
cer mony for the 
or r fuse to attend 
r onable cause, 

contract d outside 
n save and excep 

und r he proviso to section 

3 (4) or who b ll r 0· r n marriaCYe at which he shall 
not hav b n pr ent or who hall wilfully neglect to carry 
ou an du "'5" imposed upon him b ections 7, , or 9, or who 
hall mlfull omit to have he declarations signed as 

provided b ection ,., (1), or to register in the marriage register 
in the manner pronded by ections 7 and any marriage 
which b this Ordinance he hall be bound to register, or 

who shall fail m hout lawful excuse to comply with he 

provisions of section 9 or who shall wilfully contravene any 
rule made under this Ordinance, shall be guilty of an offence 
and hall be liable on conviction to a fine no exceeding one 
.lmndred rupees. 
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nJ RRI E A D DIT OR E (JllU LI !). 

11. n rcquir d ther to b s tion v ho 
wilhout 1 l's r wi n gl cts to ign th 
nm ning lia.bl th r to und r 
ccti n suppl th tamp 

ur t, f t,11 f , sh 11 b guilty 
h n b lie OllVl tion fine not 

rup s. 

12. rson , ho ilfull or to his knowledge makes
t.a, ment in the d claration signed by him under
(1) hall be guilty of an o:IB nee, and shall be liable

n com i ion o a fin not e ceeding one hundred rupees or 
to impri onm nt of either description for a term not exceeding 
L mon h or o both such fine and imprisonment. 

13. \i\7h re a marriage contracted on or after the first day

of Januar , nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, has not been 
r ais er d or has been erroneously registered, it shall b� 
Ia� for either of the parties to the marriage, or, in the 
case of his or her death, for the issue or other lawful represent­
ative of'any such party, to apply to the Provincial Registrar 
of he province in which such marriage was contracted to 
have such marriage registered or correctly registered, a.s the 
oe. e may be, and such Provincial Registrar shall cause the 
officiating or other priest before whom the marriage was 
contracted and such other persons as to him shall appear 
expedient to be noticed to show cause why such application 
should not be granted. If no sufficient cause be shown to 
the contrary and the Provincial Registrar shall be satisfied, 
after hea,ring such evidence as may be adduced, that such 
marriage has been proved and that it has not been registered 
or has been erroneously registered, he shall by order cause the 
marriage to be registered or correctly rngistered, as the oa, 
may be. 

PAR'l' III. 

DrvoRcEJ 

14. When a husband d , ir-s, aft r th mm n m nt, t f 
this Orchnanc , to di or hi wiD , th pro elm hi l l wn 
in the rul s in the ond h dul hn,11 b n,cloptul, rnl if 
a permit to effi t nd r gist r th di r is iAf:l11ul t, him 
L , the Kathi, h hall r gi t r th div r b for nn fhdn inrr 
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Cap. 99.J 

I<'a 11h divorce. 
[. IG. 9 of1934.] 

Right of 
app al to the 
Board of 
Katbis. 
f§ 17, 9 of 1934.J 

T r of 
di 

}?l' ings 
from on l uthi 
to an Lh r. 

Rul � of 
pro dure on 
appeals to th 

uprem ourt. 

MARRIAGE D DIVORCE ( IU 1 LIJJI). 

priest within fourteen da s after the issue of uch permit, 
unless it has been re oked in the meantime. 

15. When a wif desire , after the commcncem nt of
of thi OrdinaI!ce, to effect a Fa ah divorce from 
her husband, the procedure laid down in the rules in 
the Third chedule shall be adopted, and if a permit stating 
that the di orce has been allowed and may be r gi tered · 
· sued to her by the Kathi he hall register the di orce 
before an officiating prie t within fourteen da 1s after the 
j sue of such permit. 

16. An hu band or if aggrie ed b: the ord r of a
Kathi under the rule in Pa I of the Third hedul hall 
have a right of app al o the Board of Ya bis and an3 
husband or wife aggrieved b. th order of th of 
Kathis on an uch appeal hall, subj c to 1 b ing 
grant d, have a righ of app al o the upr m our aaain t 
u h order in ac ordan with h rule in art II
aid i cbedul . and the pr Yi i n rul . h 11 ppl_,.

a cording} wh n n_ · uch ri ht i rl. 

17. 

fair nd i 
bra,,ui 
wh(•1h ·r r 
K tbi r 
t 
nn 

( 
d<' 

and other 

hull 
iu 
f ucb 

re 
h t 

til pplicant has 
f the travelling 

. 11 inted Katbj_ 

18. It shall 1 wful for the J ndg - of the , ·upreme Court
or ny hree of them, of whom he Chief Justice shall be one, 
fr m time to time to make, bject to the approval of the 
Gov ernor: ch general rule a_ to them hall seem meet for 
re!rulating the mode of applymg for leave to appeal and of 
pro cuting appeals from decisions and order of the Board 
of Kathis and for regulating any matters relating to the 
eost of such applications for leave to appeal and of appeals. 
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n!ARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (MUSLIM). [Cap. 99. 
---·-· ----- ----------

19. It shnll b the duL of the officiating priest to reg· ter Registration of

in t,he form pr rib l in th First I chcdule any divorce divorces.

in r pect f wbi h a p rmit  has b n issuod by a Kathi [§ 19 o of 1!)31.J

und r thi rdinanc , on pro luction of the permit by the 
p r on o whom it \\ issued within fourte n days after the 
i u h r of, and the provisions of sections 7 (2) and (3), 

10, 11, and 13 shall apply mutatis mutandis to every 
u h r gistration, and the entries in the divorce register and

the duplicate shall be signed by the person to whom the permit
wa issued and the officiating priest, and shall be attested
b t, o witnes es, and the officiating priest shall forward
the permit to the Provincial Registrar together ·with the 
duplicate, to be filed of record in his office 

Provided that in effecting a Fasah divorce the pre cribed 
fee mentioned in section 7 (3) shall not be levied. 

20. Every person who omits to register a divorce which

has been authorised by a permit issued under this Ordinance 
within a period of fourteen days reckoned from the date 
of issue of that permit, and every Muslim who aids or abets 
another Muslim to obtain or effect a divorce otherwise than 
in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance, shall 
be guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be liable to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred rupees, and on a second or 
subsequent conviction to a .fine not exceeding one hundred 
rupees or to imprisonment of either description for a term 
not exceeding six months or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

PART IV. 

SUPPLEME -T.A.:RY. 

21. (1) A Kathi shall in addition have power to inquire
into and a4judicate upon-

(a) claims for the payment of mahr where the sum m
c:lispute does not exceed one thousand rupees · 

(b) claims for maintenance by or on behalf of a, wi£ or n,
child (whether legitimate or illegitimat ) wh 
such claim does not exceed one hunched mp n, 
mon h in respect of the wife or fift. rnp a, m nth 
in re pect of a child; 
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Cap. 99.J 

[§ 21, 9 of 103-1-.J

I 21, 9 of 1934.J 

JYIARRIAGE A D DIVORCE (JJIUSLIM). 

( ) !aims for maint nan by a divor eel wif'. until the 
r gis ration of the divorc or luring her period of 
iddat, or, if such "·oman is pregnant at the time of 
the r gistration of the divorce, till he giv s birth 
to the child, and in the last-mentioned cas claims 

for her lying-in expen es : 

(d) claims for the increase or reduction of the amount of
any maintenance ordered under this section; 

Provided that-

( i) no variation or alteration of any maintenance ordered
under this section shall be made except upon good 
and sufficient cau e shown to the Kathi and after 
notice to all the parties concerned ; 

(ii) the amount of any order of maintenance made
under this section shall not in any case exceed 
the amount of the maximum claim permitted by 

thi · section. 

(2) A Kathi ma also inquire into and deal with any
[§ 21, 9 of 1934.J complaint by or on behalf of a woman made against a wali

who unreasonably withholds his consent to the marriage of 
such woman and if necessary authorise such marriage against 
the express wishes of the wali : 

Provided that where a woman has no wali, the Kathi may, 
after such inquiry as he may consider necessary, authorise 
the registration of her marriage and dispense with the 
necessity for the con en of a Ii.

(3) All such inquiries hall be held as nearly as possible
mutatis mutandis in ac ordance with the rules in the Third 

[§ 21 9 of 1934.J Schedule, and any part r aggrieved by an order made by a

Kathi under his ection hall have he same right of appeal 
to the Board orKathis and the Supreme Court as in Fasah 
proceedings, a.nd this Ordinance and the rules in the said 
Schedule and an amencµnents thereof shall apply to such 
appeal 

(4) Any sum so claimed and allowed by the Kathi, or on
appeal, by the Board of Kathis, or, in the case of a further 
appeal, by the Supreme Court, may be recovered as though it 
were a fine imposed under this Ordinance on application mad 
to the Magistrate having jurisdiction where th person liabl 
to pay such sum may for the time being be r ident. Ever 
such application shall be made by the Kathi and shall be 
supported by a certificate under his band tating th amount 
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JJARRJAGE AND DIVORCE ( !U LIM). 

of the um du , the name of the per on liable to pay uch 
om, and the name or names of the person or persons entitled 

thereto. 

uch um hall be recovered a a fine notwith tandin 

that it ma exceed the amount of a fine :which a Magistrate 

ma in his ordinary jurisdiction impose a,nd when recovered 

[Cap. 99. 

shall be remitted to the Kathi for paymen in due cour e o [§ 21, g of 193 .]

the per on hereto entitled : 

Provided tha if an per on agains "horn an order for 
maintenance is made under this ection neglect to compl , 
wi h the ord r the a!ri.strat ma, for ever breach of th 
rd r i sue a warran directing the amoun due to be levi d 

in the mann r 
· 

for le 
· 

impo ed b 

Mag· rat and h pect of th 
, hol or all mainina unpaid 

by u h h warran , to impri-

Jlf C

him� 
:f rth 

Pr vid d 
m n .y i n 

(i) .11 h 
di 
.

tl 

(ii) 

rm no exc din on 

any 

h I u.thi in hi 
fr m tim t tim ha 

m td, ball forthwith be 

th pr cribed book and 

r ip in th prescrjbed 

( ) _-\ny K thi. wh t · ,,ithout rea ... onable cause forthwith 
to pa_· t he :?On enri led there o, an� sum of money 
receh-ed by him r remi ed. to him for pa�en under sub­
ection (4) hall be multy of an offence and hall be liable on 
onriction to a fine not e:xc-eeding one hundred rupees or to 

imprisonmen of either description for a term not exceeding 
ix month� or o both uuch fine and imprisonment. 

i) ..-ill mon � receirnd by a Kathi or remitted to him for
yment under ..,ub�ection (4) and not paid by the Kathi to

the perso entitled hereto on the ground that there is no 

daiman or that he claim.an can.not be found hall be paid 

[§ · 1, 9 ofl!>34.]

[§ 21,�9 ofl934.]

(§ 21, 9 of 193-i.]
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Cap. 99.J JYIARRIAOE D DI VOBOJC (JJI U8L/ J.ll). 

n,t, t,h ncl of n, p ri d of on month t1,./.'Ler such mon ys ha vc• 

b u in h hands of Lho I a Lbi to tho Provincial Registrar, 
an l shall be disposed of in t he prescribed manner. 

R gulat.ions. 22. (1) Tho Executive ommittee may make regulation.· 
[f 22, 9 of J !l34.J for or in respect of all or any of the following matters :-

(a) the procedure to be observed in cases before Kathis in 
regard to matters for which no provision is made in 
this Ordin nee ; 

(b) the processes to be issued by Kathis and the mode of 
enforcing the same ; 

(c) the form and method of appeals to the Board of Kathis 
and all matters incidental or appertaining to the 
hearing of such appeals and the recording of the 
verdict or decision of the Board ; 

(d) the summoning, challenging, and empanelling of Muslim 
assessors, and matters respecting them ; 

(e) the manner in which and the conditions subject to 
which processes may be served by the Fiscal, or 
otherwise; 

(f) the stamp fees to be levied in respect of cases instituted 
before the Kathi, processes issued by the Kathi, 
and appeals heard by the Board of Kathis, and 
applications for leave to appeal and appeals made to 
the Supreme Court and, in general, all fees required 
by this Ordinance to be prescribed whether payable 
in stamps or not; • 

(g) the stamp fees to be paid on certificates of marriage or 
divorce and on declarations under section 7 (1) ; 

(h) the inspection from time to time by the Provincial 
Registrar of the registers and books kept by officiat­
ing priests, and Kathis, and the inquiry by the 
Provincial Registrar into complaints against K athi 
and officiating priests; 

(i ) the books, registers, certificates, permits, forms, and 
indexes to be kept, issued, or used by Pro incial 
Registrars, Kathis, and officiating priests ; 

(j) the fees, allowances, or other emoluments p abl t, 
Kathis; 

(le) the manner in which aooumulat d mon , 
Katbis to the Provincial Regi tnw und r 
Rhall b dispos l of; 

186 

p ,i by 
ti n.1 (7) 
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!!ARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (MUSLIM). 

(l) the conditions r lating to th propaym nt f mabr and
d p sit f mom', £ r rnaint nan of a child to be 
born, ubj t i. , hi h a Mmilim not d mi iJ d in 

rlon ma b allow ... d t marry in ylon ; 

(ni) all Lh r ma.ti rs , hi h nrn,y or a,r to be prescrib d o 
which ma app ar to b n c ssary or xpedient for 
h purpose of carrying out th provisions of this 
rdinance. 

[Cap. 99. 

(2) < ery regulation made by the Executive Committ�e [§ zi, of 1 .J 
und r this ction hall be published in the Gazette in the 
Erwli h and Tamil languages. A regulation shall not come 
into operation unless it has been approved by the State Council 
and ratified b the Governor nor until notification of such 
appro al and ratification has been published in the Gazette. 

(3) Any form in the First Schedule and any rule in the
econd or Third Schedule may be rescinded, amended, varied 

or modified, and any Schedule may be added to, by regulation 
made under thi section. 

23. (1) When any Fasah divorce has already been effected
b a woman before a Muslim priest prior tothe first day of 
April, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, or when any woman 
o divorced has re-married, such woman, or if the woman is

dead, any child born of such re-marriage, may apply for the
registration of such divorce or re-marriage to the Kathi of the
area in which such woman or child is resident.

(2) The Kathi shall proceed to inquire into any such applica­
tion made to him, and the procedure laid down in the rule in 
the Third Schedule shall be followed as nearly as possible. 

(3) Any party aggrieved by an order made by a Kathi at
any inquiry held under subsection (2) shall have th a.me 
right of appeal as in the case of an order made in a Fa ah a 
and this Ordinance and the rules in the Third ch dul nd 
any amendm nts thereof shall apply to su h app al . 

(4) When any such app]ication is a,Uo
on appeal, by the Board of Kathis, or in th as of , furt,h r 
appca], by the Supremo 'ourt, tho J niLhi Rlrnll iR, u t, t,ht 
appli ,ant r p rrrdL authorising th r gi1:1t1·n,ti m r t,h div r 1 

or of the r •-man:iftgc within J'011rt 11 dn,y1-1 11.l'L< 1· t Ill iHHlll l)t' 

·uch p0rmit, a,n<l upon produ tion or LhiR pc rmiL, "it,hln lht

[§22, 9 of 1034.,

Procedure for 
validatfon of 
past divorces 
and 
re-marriages. 

fourteen cJa.yH, iL Hh,L11 b Lh d11L. ol' Lh1 ofH( in,t.in v pd ,Ht t1
fil th pcl'mit ,uil Lo ,·,giHi,tr Liu di 01·<0 nr 11u1ni1P in li:!:. n ,,fl :IL
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Cap. 99.J 

Ind xes of 
book and 
r gi t rs. 

[S 2-1, of 1934.] 

Officiating 
priest and 
Kathi to 
deposit copies 
of entries and 
indexes. 
[§ 25, 9 of 1934.J

Copies to be 
bound in 
general register. 

[§ 26, 9 of l 93i.J

Regic,ters and 
indexes to be 
open to 
inspection. 
[§ 27, 9 of 1934.J

Registeri, and 
copies to be 
vidonce. 

rn 2 , of 1934.J 

l RRIAGE A D DI V0Br
1

E (lrIUSLI M).

b l p for that purpoHc in the pr . ribccl 
isions of s cLionH O and 10 sha.11 , pply 
rnntandis. 

an l ro-m rriag duly r ·ster rl 11ndc-r
i med to be valid and to have been d1d.v 

t d and ontra. t cl as and from the origina] date of such 
or r -marriag , and all children born of such re­

marric g shall b d em d to b legitima.te children of 1ch 
r -marri ge. 

24. E r officiating priest and very Kathi shall keep
in the Tamil or English language a�d in the prescribed form 
a current index of-the contents of every book and register kep 
by him, except where otherwise prescribed, and every entry 
in such index shall be made a$ far as it is- practicabJe imme­
diately after he shall have made an entry in the book or 
register. 

25. Every officiating priest and every Kathi shall at the
expiration of every month forward to the Provincial Registrar 
copies verified on oath in the prescribed form of all entrie 
made by him in his books or register or in the indexes thereto 
unless otherwise prescribed. 

26. The Provincial Registrar shall ause uch copie to
be bound together, with translations in English if they are in 
the Tamil language, of such documents as may be pr 
cribed, in a general register, of which a general index hall be 
kept. 

27. The general register and general index and the book > 

registers, and indexes of officiating priests and Kathi hall be 
open to inspection at all reasonable hours upon the pa, rm nt, 
of the pre cribed fee by any person applying to in pect th 
same ; and the Registrar-General or the Provincial Recri 
or Kathi or officiating priest shall upon pa n nt f 
prescribed fee furnish to any person r quirino· th nm 
of any entry certified under his signature. 

28. Every book or r gi t r of n,n oiii. i tiu r .I r ·1thi

'I' 

and ny g n r111 r gi t r, and f ·n n '
su h book or r gist r, ancl r th rtifi d
und r the h nd of 11n offi. i tin pri t r r 1thi r Pr vin ial 
l egistrar, or th R i n r l, t, b n. tru p:;- r 
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L IVOR('/!,; ( ilf I 'LI I). 

trac , sh 11 b prinia 
· · 

n jn all c urLs in h � Isl· nd 

of th d t s · n 1 f cts 
· 

or H t out in su ·h book or 
r f!i t r, n ntl r gist r, Lract. 

29. (1) r ifi d op f th entry in the r gist r of 
marriag or in th r gister of divorc s kept under this rdi­
nanc or h r tofor kept under the fobammedan arriage 

i ration rdinance, 1 6, * shall be accepted and received 
jn a 11 cour as th b t vidence of such marriage or divorce, 
a he case ma b . 

(2) Provid d, however, that nothing contained in this
Orel i nance shall be construed to render valid or invalid merely 
b, rea on of registration or non-registration any u lim 

marriage or divorce which will otherwise be invalid or valid 
according to the u lim law in force in eylon. 

[Cap. 99. 

Entry in h" 
register of 
marriag or m 
tho register of 
divorces to be 
best evidenoo. 

[§ 29, 9 of I !J34.]

(3) Where a duplicate entry made by an officiating prie t [§ 29, of 19 .J 

i lost, the Registrar-General may cause the missing document 
to be r placed b a cop of the original entry certified by the 
officiating priest, if available, and countersigned by the 
Provincial Registrar ; and a copy so certified hall be deemed 
to be the duplicate entry. 

30. The forms contained in the First Schedule shall be Forms.

u ed with such variations a may be necessary for an
particular cas .

31. (1) Every officiating priest and every Kathi hall
keep all registers, books, and indexe until they shall have 
been filled up and shall then forward them for record to the 
Provincial Registrar. 

(2) In the event of an officiating priest or Kathi leavina he
ar a for which he i licensed or appointed, or ceasing to hold 
his licence or appointment, or resigning, or in the e en of hi 
licence or appointment being revoked or cancelled, h or in th 
, ent of his d ath, his legal representati e, hall forth, i h 

deliver his books, registers, and indexes to th Provin i .1 
Reaistrar; and on failure of such deliv r , h Provin i l 
.R gi trar shall tak possession of them. 

(3) Any person who r fu es or omit d li r n. 1 k,
re i ter, or ind x, to the Provincio,l R gi trM n. r qni,· d P)' 
thi ction, and , ny p rson who i� £ und with ut, lnwful 
excu e in posses ion of any book, r i t r or ind x whi h h l. 

14 
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Cap. 99.] 

lL 1 � r 
destructi n of
r gist rs c c. 
[ 32, 9 of 1934. J 

Kathi deemed 
to be public 
servant. 

Registers, &c., 
to be supplied 
free. 

Appeal from 
order of 
Provincia.l 
Regist.ra,r. 

Unauthorised 
keeping of 
marriage or 
divorce 
registers. 

[§ 35, 9 of 1934.]

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (JJfUSLI.111). 

not b n d · d to he Provincial Regi trar or taken 
po i n of b him as r quir d by this section, shall be guilt r
of an o and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 

ding on hundr cl rupees. 

32. E er per on wbo-

(a) ·wilfully destro s or injures or causes to be destroy d
or injmed an register, book, permit or other docu­
ment kept or issued under this Ordinance, or 

(b) falsely make , fabricates or counterfeits in whole or in
part any uch register, book, permit or document or 
any document purporting to be a certified copy of 
any such register, book, permit or document, or part 
thereof or extract therefrom, or 

(c) wilfully inserts any false entry in any such register, book
permit or document, 

shall be guilty of an- offence, and shall be liable on conviction 
to imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding 
seven years. 

33. Every Kathi shall be deemed to be a public servant 
within the meaning of the Penal Code, and all proceeding 
before a Kathi or Board of Kathis under the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall be deemed to be judicial proceedings within 
the meaning of Chapter XI of the Pena.I Code. 

34. All register book with the certificates attached thereto 
and all other books required to be kept by officiating priest 
and Kathis shall be furnished by the Provincial Registrar on 
the application of the offici?t,ting priest or Kathi free of charge. 

35. Every order made hy the Provincial Registrar refu ing 
or cancelling or recalling a licence under section 3 and every 
order made by the Provincial Registrar under section 13 or 
section 17 shall be subject to appeal to the Governor, and 

f 

every such appeal shall be preferred within fourteen days ater 
the order appealed from shall have been notified to the party 
or parties concerned. 

36. (1) No person other than an officiating priest or Kathi
shall keep any l;>ook or register being or pm·porting to be a 
register of Muslim marriages or divorce or pro edfoa 
relating to divorces effected by him or b., any other pers n 
under the provfaions of this Ordinance.

15
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JJARRJA01' A VD DJVOR('E (111 'LI 1). [Cap. 99. 

( ... ) .,.o officiating prie t or l athi . hall permi any other l§ 35, of 103 .)

p r on to take pos ·ession or to have the custody of any 
r !ri ter, book, or other document required to be kept by uch 
prie t or Kathi under this Ordinance, except in such ca es or 
on such occasion a· may be prescribed or on the orders of a 
ompetent court. 

(3) Any per on offending against the pronsions of thi
· ction shall be guilty of an offence and hall be liable upon
conviction to a fin not exceeding one hundred rupee , and
i r a econd or sub equent offence to a fine not exceeding
one hundred rupe s or to riaorou.s impri onment for a period
no xceeding . ix month. or to both . uch fine and
jmp · onment.

37. 
r�gh,ters 
marriag 

s 
uilLy of an 

. nm nt f 
' nr .. 

38. 

being an officiating prie t who 
r i t r und r thi rdinance any 

or who not b incr a Kathi, issues or 
i. u any ermit und r bi rdinance hall be
� nc ml h 11 on omicti n be liable to impri-
i h r d . ri1 ti n F r a rm no 

r vincial 
from tirn t 
Ul11 

nd h r 

eeding seven

Qi rar to 
the books 

b he 
made 

Penalty for 
unauthorised 
r gistration of 
marriage, 
clivorc , &c. 

[ 36, !) of 1934. j 

lnc;;pection of 
registers, &c., 
by Provincial 
Registrar. 

[. 37 9 of 1934:. J 

39. 
l r hibi
if u h  

th 
thin 

r 
in thi 

i1 b.,. 
r innn 

h fTi i in 
·h II b

ri
on trued to Voluntary

gratuity to 
of any gratuity officiating 

rn.tu.i, i ,· Inn ril. · m d. 

40. (1) \fh 11 Y r th r all be a pecial necessity for the 
lie n ·ucr of an :ffici ting prie otherwise han under section 3, 
it ...,hall b la,dul for th Re;:,· trar-General, on special appli-

tion m de for h pmpo e and on payment of the prescribed 
fee. to is u a licence o be a special officiating priest in the 
pre cribed form to any iruslim -who in his opinion is a fit and 
proper per"on to re · ter marriaue and divorces uncier this 
Ordinance, but uch licence hall be limited to the necessity 
mentioned afore aid and ma be revoked and recalled by the 
Re!!i ar-General a his discretion. 

:.) uch licenc "hall specify the conditions and res riction 
under -which i i o be u ed and ma be is ued for he whole 
I ]· nd or for any particular area thereof pecified in the licence.

16 

priest. 

'pecial 
officiating 
priests. 
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Cap. 99.J MARRIAGE A D DIVOR E (MUSLJJ.J,f). 

(3) Th pr s rib d f for any such li cnce shall be paitl in
sta,mps, whi h shall b supplied by the applicant and shall 
b duly a,no ]1 d by th gistrar-General. A list of such 
Ji en es shall be made and preserved jn the office of the 
R gi trar-Gen ral and shall from time to ti me be published jn 
the Ga. �ette. 

(4) Jo officiating priest licensed as aforesaid shall regi ter
any marriage or divorce contracted or effected under this. 
Ordinance in breach of the restrictions or conditions contained 
in the licence issued to him. 

(5) The term " officiating priest " in this Ordinance hall
include any person o licensed by the Registrar-General. 

pecial Kathis. 41. (1) vVhenever there shall be a special necessity for· 

When 
reference to 
Provincial 
Registrar 
may be read 
and construed 
as though 
reference to 
Registrar. 
General. 

the appointment of a Kathi otherwise than under section 4, 
it shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint any male Muslim 
of good character and position and of suitable attainment . 
to be a special Kathi. The letter of appointment shall be in 
such form as the Governor may specify and shall contain the 
conditions and restrictions subject to which the Kathi shall 
function. 

(2) Every appointment of a Kathi as aforesaid may be for
the whole Island or for a portion thereof and shall be notified 
in the Gazette. The Governor may at any time at his pleasure 
by notification in the Gazette cancel such appointment. 

(3) The term "Kathi" in this Ordinance shall include any
person so appointed by the Governor. 

42. Any reference to a Provincial Registrar in thi
Ordinance or in any regulation made thereunder sha,ll, for the 
purposes of the application of the Ordinance or of any such 
regulation to a special officiating priest licensed under section 
40 or to a special Kathi appointed under section 41, be 
read and construed as though the words " Registrar-Genera.I 
were substituted for the words "Provincial Registrar' in 

[§ 40, 9 of 1934.] the context in which such reference is made.

General 
penalty. 

[§ 41, 9 of 1934.J

43. Any person who fails to comply with or acts in contra­
vention of any of the provisions of this Ordinance, or of anr 
regulations made thereunder, shall be guilty of an o:ffi nc 
and shall, unless some other penalty is provided by hi 
Ordinance, be liable on conviction to a fin not exc eding 
one hundred rupees. 

17
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1 RRIA 1E A D DIVOR E (M SDIM). 

44. I◄ ry Ht i u,p1 oin L cl cith r und r sections 4, 17 or
r memb r of th .Board f l athis appointed

under n 5, sh 11 ntcr into, b fore the Provincial· gis-
trnr in h as of a l athi, appointed under section 4 'or 

ction 17, and before the Regi trar-General in the case of a 
111 m b r of the Board of l a this, or of a special Kathj appointed 
nnd r e tion 41, a bond to His Majesty, His heirs and 
uccessors, in the sum of one thousand rupees, conditioned 

for the due and faithful discharge of his duties, which amount 
hall be secured to His Majesty, His heirs and successors, 

either by the hypothecation of immovable property or by

depo it of movable property, or by the guarantee of two or 
more sufficient sureties in that behalf to the s.atisfaction ,of 
uch Provincial Registrar or Registrar-General. Such bond 
ball be filed in the office of the Provincial Registrar or of 

the Regi trar-General, as the case may be. 

45. (1) Any person who carnally knows, or attempts
to have carnal knowledge of, a woman who is to his 
knowledge-

(a,) his daughter or other lineal descendant; or 

(b) his mother or other lineal ascendant; or

(c) his sister by the full or the half blood; or·

(cl) the daughter of his brother or sister by the fu�l or
the half blood, or a descendant from either of 
them; or 

(e) the sister by the full or the half blood of his mother,
father, or other lineal ascendant; or 

(f) his wife's mother or grandmother ; or
(g) the daughter or granddaughter of his wife by another

father; or " 

(h) his son's, grandson's, father s, or grandfather' wil or
widow or divorced wife · or 

(i) his wife's sister during bis wife's lifetime,

shall be guilty of an offence, and shall on conviction b Jin.bl 
to imprisonment of either de cription for n,ny l ri d n · 
exceeding one year. 

For the purpose of thi subA oti n iL is irnmn, rinl thnl 
the carnal knowledge was bn,d, or tlmll th n,lltC'111pt, wns mn I , 
with the consent of the woman. 

18 

[Cap. 99. 

Kathie anc.l 
members of 

Bollrd of Ka.this 
to enter jnto 
a curity bonds. 

[§ 42, o of 1934. l

Relationship 
rendering 
carnal 
knowledge 
incestuous. 

[. -l3. !) f ltl34. 
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Cap. 99] 

Correction of 
<:lerica1 errors 
in registers. 

[§ 44-, 9 of 1934.]

f're <·ripl,iot1 
,,f w·tirm /i,r 
mu.I,. 
L 4/i, 'J (JI rnaq 

111 RRJ,,10/i A ·n l)fVOU '/IJ ( lfUSLlAI).

( ) L ll. 

p mit.s an. 
him to h 

011w11 of r aho e the ag<' of bH•l e Y"H r who 
mnn to h r o rn, I knm ledgf' of her knowincr 

,:, 

(a) h t . nor oth r !in al d s cndant; or
(b) her fath r r th r Jincal a cendant; or
( ) h r broth r by h full or the half blood ; or
(d) t.h on of her broLh r or sister by the foll or the-> hRlf

blood, or, d s nclant from either of th m; or 
(e) the brother b ·he full or the half blood of her father

moth r, or oth r lineal ascendant; or 
{!) h r husband's fath r or grandfather; or 
(g) th on or grandson of her husband by another mother;

or 
(h) her daughter's, granddaughter s, mother's, or grand­

mother's husband, or widower, or divorced 
husband, 

shall be guilty of an offence, and shall on conviction be liable 
to imprisonment of either description for any period not 
exceeding one year. 

It is a defence to a charge of the offence defined in this 
ubsection that the woman was at the time of the offence 

acting under the coercion of the person having carnal 
knowledge of her. 

(3) Nothing in this section contained shall be con trued
to make valid a marriage which would otherwise be invalid 
according to the Muslim law in force in Ceylon. 

46. Any clerical error which may from tim
discovered in any register kept for the purpo 
Ordinance shall be reported to the Regi tr .r-

to tim b 
f thi 

Rha11, after such inquiry a he ma , n id r 
h 

cauHo Ruch amendment or 001T tion t b m d 
regiHter as to him sh11,ll s m fit. 

in th 

47. '1')10 tim for th 11· ript,ion r limiln, il n t , 
Huit or a ·Liou for th whol or p rL of " we mm'� l\\ ,hr 
Hhall not b rin to run 11nLil n,ft, ,. U1 di�. lnth n � f l h 
JnU.ITinw by d, 1 Lh OJ' divor (' i and Hll h uit l' ti n ·h 11 
Im 1111 lnf,ni111 1,Io if c•tunnH n c d , it,hin �ll h tim 
tu,Li<m HJ11tll h mniuL1d111dJlt h , Lht Pt· H ript ic n L' lin m 
<11· l,y Lll1_y fot,111•1 Ordi11nnrn ;., r11l11Un t.1 1 pr , ripli n f 
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JJARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (lvl LI 111). [Cap. 99. 

action for the recovery of mone paid or expended by a 
plaintiff on account of a defendant, or for mone receive l 
by a de£ ndant for the use of a plaintiff. 

48. (1) E ery Kathi shall, upon appointment, take an Oo.th of office.
oath in the prescribed form before he a sumes office for the [§ 46, 9 of 1934. J 
purposes of this Ordinance. 

(2) Every iuslim s e or who is empanelled for the
purposes of this Ordinance hall take an oath in· the pre-
cribed form before he function a an e ·sor. 

(3) Every Kathi is hereb empowered o admini ter
oaitbs to witne es or to 1u lim .... "e or for the pmpose of 
taking any proceeding or of holding an inquiry under 
this Ordinance or of p rformina an.· dut impo ed upon 
him by this Ordinan 

Kathi 
empowered to 
administer oath. 

49. ot · hi rd.inance hall be construed Saving of 
o a.s to pre

in a civil o
him or h r i1
right.

a bu an l r wi£ from brinrrinu an action actions in civB
courts. 

50. 
in Ju iv 
b thi. 
mnrring 
und r. 

• hir party for damaa incurred by
f any injur. - hi. or h r ma rimonial

(fir ) 
whi h . d 
Mu Jim l w of 

1i ht· f )Iu liru th re-

o.ving of 
)1uslim law of 
marriage and 
divorce. 

51, (l} In t hi rJi11 n · . unl th, · nt , t therwi e Interpretation• 
rcquir f§ 3, 19.of 1934.] 

" E m · th Executi e Com-
mi Indu and Commerce; 

· F sah · · .. ns dirnree of pouse subject to 
Muslim I w effec ed in accordance with the 
pro dure p "cribed in the Third chedule in a 
c wh proceedin ., orirniate in an application 
made by wife without the consent of her husband 
for divorce on the Q'l'Ound of ill-treatment or on 
accoun of an act or omission on his part amount­
incr to a ·· faul · under the )Iuslim law ; 

· K thi ·· meam a Kathi appointed by the Go-rnmor
under ion 4: 
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Cap. 99.J lvIARRIAGE A D DIVORCE ( MUSLI.Lvl). 

"officiating pri st ' means any Muslim licensed by the 
Provincial Regi trar und r section 3 to reITTster 
marriag s and divorces under this Ordinance; 

"order " means an ord r made u.nd r this 0l'dinance 
by a Kathi or by the Board of I athis ; 

'Pro incial Registrar" means, subject to the provis10ns 
of subsection (2), the person officiating or 
appointed in an province as the Provincial 
Registrar of Marriages of that province for the 
purposes of the farriage Registration Ordinance ; 

"Registrar-General" means the person appointed to be 
or to act as Registrar-General of Marriages in this 

Island under section 2 of the Marriage Registration 
Ordinance, and includes an s i tant Registrar­

General; 

" regµlation " means a regulation made under section 22. 

(2) Where, for the purposes of the Marriage Registration

Ordinance, any person is appointed to be or i entitled to 
function as an Assistant Provincial Registrar of Marriages 
in any district of this I land, an reference in thi Ordinance 
to a Provincial Registrar in respect of an act, duty or 

power required to be done, performed or ex rcised by him 
in any such district, shall b constru d a a reference to the 

As istant Provincial R gistrar of M TI'iage of that district 

appointed or entitled to function u h under he provisions 
of the farriaoe R gi tration rdinan
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:MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (MUSLIJJ1). [Cap. 99. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 
[§ 47, 9 ofl934,)

Form No. I. 

LIOENOE OF OFFIOIATING PRlEST TO REGISTER 

MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES. 

[Sections 3, 7, 
19 a.nd 30.] 

counterfoil. No. --.➔�Original. No.--. 

d �� I, the un ersigned --, ,� I, the undersigned --, 
provincial Registrar/ Assistand� Prowcial Registrar/ Assistant
Provincial Registrar for the%·Provincial Registrar for the- Province /District, do{}-- Province /District, do
hereby license -- of --{} hereby license -- of -­
to register marriages and➔� to register marriages and
divorces under the Muslim�� divorces under the Musum
1i[arriage and Divorce Regis-;.... Iarriage and Divorce Regis­
tration Ordinance, for the�� tration Ordinance, for the 
following area. :- --. 1f following area :- --. 

�� 
(Sgd.)---

Provincial Registrar. 
Assistant Provincial 

Registrar. 

De.te :--. 

tamp. 

➔}
➔�
➔�

Form No. II. 

rri 

(Sgd.)--­
Provincial Registrar. 
Assistant Provincial 

Registrar. 

Form if d cl r ·01 by brid groom under section 7 (1). 

I th rsign --- do hereby give notice that a 
marri O • been olemnized between me and 
---, d I 'urth h reb', "' lemnly declare that to the best 
of my knowlede and belief the se,eral particulars . entered 
below are tru and correc and th.a there is no lawful hindrance 
to the said marri 

I. Bridegroom' nam in full : ---­
-· Bridegrooms residence : ---
3. Name of bridegrooms guardian (if any) : ---
4. Bride s name in full : ----
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[Section 7 (1). J 

MARRI GE AND !VORCE (MUSLIM).

5. Brid 's sid n
O. f b id 's Wnli : -
7. O.R proviouAly mnrrird or not, and, 

if R t.o 
vVh th r 1 viou wi� or w·v div re cl or d011d : ---­

!). tf di or d dat, and numb r of clivorco rcgiAtration and 
mun nr a and cU t,rict of tho officiating pri st; : -----. 

(Sgd.)---, 
Signature of brideg·room. 

ign d befor mo, this ---- day of----, 19-. 

(Sgd.)---
Offioiating Priest licensed for the---­

area of the ---- District. 

* This may be omitted where the Kathi has expressJy authorised the
marriage under section 21 (2). 

Form No. III. 

The Muslim Marriage and Divorce Registration 

Ordinance. 

Form of dedaration by Wali of bride under section 7 (1). 

I, the undersigned ----, do hereby give notice that a 
marriage is about to be /has been solemnized between ---­
and ----whose Wali I am for the purposes of such marriage, 
and I further hereby solemnly declare that to the best of my 
knowledge and belief the several particulars entered below are 
true and correct and that there is no lawful hindrance to the said 
marriage: 

I. Bridegroom's name in fuJI : ----
2. Bridegroom's residence:----

3. Name of Bridegroom's guardian (if any-):----
4. Bride's name in full:----

5. Bride's residence:----

6. Whether the bride was previously married or not : ----

7. If previously married, to whom : ----
R. Whether bride's previous husband is dead or divoro d:

9. If divorced, date and number of divorce r gi tration and
name, area and district of the officiating priest : ----

( gd.)---­
S1°g'natur of TI ali.

Residence of W n,]j : ---­
Signed before mo, this ---- dny of---- l 9-. 

( gd.)---

Offi io.bing Pri . L Ji ont'I d fo1· th 
n.ron f t,hc --- I U ·it. 
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.Form No. IV. [ �ectio.n 7 (2) .] i� Form No. 1V, \_';O,ec i.= • "l.'). 

CEl'.""LO -. No.--. i� OEYLON. ....-o. --. 

The Muslim Ma.rria and Di,,orce Registration Ordinance. i� The Muslim. Marriage and Divorce Registration Ordinance. 
0 ➔� 

..!lfuslim JJfarriage Register. ➔� MusUm, Marriage Register. 

District : ----
0.ffi.ciatin Pri st's area:----
Name of Officiating Priest registering the marriage:----

1. _ -ame in full . . . .

2. �ether previously married or divorced
3. If di,orced, evidence of divorce, if any
-:!. Residence . .

5. _..,.rune of father or other guardian
6. _ -ature of guardianship

. . 
. . 
. . 
.. 

Bride- Bridegroom

7. 
* 

Amount of Mahr and whether paid or not : ---­
A.mount of tridanum. : ----

*9.

10_
11.
12_
13.
14.
15. 
16.

Amount of Kaikuli : ----
Place of marriage : ----
Da and hour of marriage : ---­
Dare of registration : ----
--am.e and residence of first witness : ----
--am.e and residence of second witness : ----
--ame of priest conducting marriage ceremony : ----

ignature of-
n Bridegroom : ---

+ 2 Bride's Wali : ----
(3 Firat witness:---­
l4, Second witness : ----
( 5 J P · � conducting marriage 

et�remony : ----. 
(Jffk:iating priest : ----

"' It · opt.:,.,n.a an1 nr,t r,hligaiory to enter details of items 8 and 9. 
t ign.ai; , oft ,,, ..1rirfo•a a.Ii may e omitted when the Kathi has 

exp a. t .1.<..1r�A t, ,, TrUlrriago un.d r Section 21 (2). 

i� District : ----. 
i� Officiating Priest's area:----. 
--X• Name of Officiating Priest registering the marriage: ---
i} - Hride-
i} groom Bride 

i} 1. Name in full
_____ , ____ _

�,. 

,f 2. "\Vb.ether previously married or divorced 
�� �,. 3. If divorced, evidence of divorce, if any
•? --------------------- ----

➔� 4_._
R

_
e

_
s

_
id

_
e

_
n_c _e ______________ ____ _

i} 5. Name of father or other guardian 
i� _6 ___ N_"_a _tur_·_e

_
o_ f _g _u _a_r _di 

_
_ a_ns_hi __ 

p
__________ , ___ _

..!" 

�; 7.�� *8.
➔� *9.

Amount of Mahr and whether paid or not : ---­
Amount of Stridanum : -----

➔� 10.
➔� 11.
i} 12.
i} 13.
�� 14.
l! 1s.
:; 16.

�� 
➔�
➔�
➔�
➔�
➔� 
{} 

Amount of Kaik:uli : ----
Place of marriage : ----
Date and hour of marriage : ---­
Date of registration : ----. 
Name and residence of first witness : ---­
Name and residence of second witnes. : ----

.... ame of priest conducting marriage ceremonv: ----
Signature of-

(I) Bridegroom : ----
t(2) Bride's Wali : ----

(3) First witness:----
(4) econd witness:----.
(5) Priest conducting marriage

ceremony : ----
(6) Officiating prie t: ----

ta.mp. 

➔} ------------------------------
* It is optional an l not obligab r t ent r d tail l>f it I.Ud nd ' . 

{} 1' SjgnatUl·e of the brid ' a.Ii ma bo ornitt u ht::n th thi h �d 

➔" e pr ssly autho1·is d th roo.1Tio.g wl<ler "e ti n .:?1 :? •
t0 
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~ 
0 
0 

Form No. V. ~z.. Form No ~-
[Section 19.J ;r [Section 19.J 

CEYLON. No. - - . ~: OEYLON, No __ 
ti( • . 

The Muslim Marriage a.nd Divorce Registration Ordinance. ~~ The Muslim Marriage and Divorce Registration Ordinance. 

M'l.1.Slim Divorce Register. ➔; Muslim Divorce R egister. 

Db--trict : ---- ➔~ District : ---- . 
Officiating priest's area :---- {} Officiating priest's area :----. 
Xame of Officiating Priest registering the divorce : ---- {} Name of Officiating Priest r egistering the divorce: ____ _ 

I . Husband's name in full:---- {} 1. Husband's name in full : -----
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 
7 
8 
9. 

10. 

11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 

Husband's residence at time of divorce : ---- "'¼• 2. Husband's r esidence at time of divorce : ----. 
Wife's name in full : ---- {} 3. Wife's name in full : --- -
Wife 's residence at time of divorce : ---- .,~ 4. ·wife's residence at time of divorce : ----. 
Name, area and district of officiating priest who registered the !t 5. Name, a rea and dist rict of officiating priest who r em"'tered the 

. --- -- "◄~ . i::, -marrrage : . . .,~ marriage : ----
Number and date of the entry of marriage : -----. ;! 6. Number and date of the entry of marriage : ----
Pl!We of divorce : ---- f 7. Place of divorce : ----. 
Xature of divorce (Talak or Fasah) : ---- ~; 8. Nature of divorce (Talak or Fasah): ----
Xame, area and district of Kathi authorising the~~ 9. Name, area and district of Kathi authorising the 

divorce : - ---. {} divorce : ----
If Fasah divorce, whether granted by Kathi or on order of{} 10. If Fasah divorce, whether granted by K athi or on order of 

the Board of Kathis or of the Supreme Court : ---- {} the Board of K a this or of the Supreme Court : - ---. 
~umber and date of Kathi's p ermit of divorce : --- {} 11. Number and date of K athi's permit of divorce : - - --
Date and hour of divorce : ---- . .,1,,. 12. D ate and hour of divorce : ----
Date of registration of divorce : - - -- ;i 13. D ate of registration of divorce : 
Xame and residence of .first witness to divorce : ---- ~! 14. Name and r esidence of first witness to di\·orce: - - --. 
~ame and residence of second witness to divorce : - - --. 1; l5. Na.me and r esidence of second ·witness to di,,orce :----. 

ture of- 1; 16. Signature of-

H usband (if present) : ---- 1; (1) Husband (if present):----
ife (if present) :---- ~; (2 Wife (if present):----, 

irr,;t witness :---- 1; (3) First witness :--- - I Stamp. 
~ond witness : ---- '"i~ (4) Second witness:----
ffi~iat in.g priest regi.9tering the divorce : ---- ~~ (5) Officiating priest registering the 

~$-- divorce ; ----

C 

~ . 
c.o 
c.o 

L...J 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

t:t:.. 

~ 
b 
"-4 
~ 
C) 
~ 
Q 
~ 

-~ 
q 

~ 
~ --
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:MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (M SLIM). [Cap. 99. 

Sl£COND SCHEDULE. 

R L • S TO DE AD P'l'ED IN '1.'Illil 0.A.S OF DIVOROE [Section l 4. J 
D HUSBAND, 

In tb so rul s tho words "tho athi" m ans tho Kathi [§ 8, 9 of 1 34.J 
li used t r gist r divorces in tho 11r a in which the husband 

ho 1 s to (C ct a di vorco under this Ordinance resides, 
r 0, p · ial Yatbi appoint,ed under section 41, as the case may be. 

1. Th husband shall pronounce the first Talak in the presence 
of tho Kathi and two witnesses, and the Kathi shall forthwith 
r cord such pronounc m nt in the prescribed book, and shall 
cause notice th reof to be served upon the wife, if she is not 
present. 

2. If the Yathi is satisfied hy affidavit or sworn t est imony 
that the wifo is not in the Island and that in the circumstances 
of the case it is not possible to serve such notice upon her, he may 
order the notice to be served on the wife's nearest relative, or, 
if no relative is known to be in the I sland, he may dispense with 
the necessity for serving such notic!3 on the wife. 

3. If t,he presence of the wife cannot be secured or if a re­
conciliation cannot be effected, the husband shall, on the expiry 
of a period of thirty days reckoned from the date on which the 
first Talak was pronounced, similarly pronounce the second 
Talak before the Kathi who shall, in like manner, forthwith 
record such second pronouncement, give notice thereof to the 
wife if she is not present, and endeavour once again to effect 
a reconciliation between the parties. 

The provisions of rule 2 shall apply equally in the case of any 
notice given or issued under thi<; rule. 

4. If the husband still persists in his intention to divorce 
his wife, he shall, on the expiry of a further period of thirty 
days reckoned from the date on which the second Talak was 
pronounced, similarly pronounce the third and final Talak 
before the Kathi who shall forthwith record such final pronounce­
ment in the prescribed book- and issue to the husband a permit 
in the prescribed form authorising him to register the divorce. 

THIRD SCHEDULE. 

RULES TO BE ADOPTED IN THE OASE OF .A FASAH DIVORCE 

BY WIFE. 

PART I. 
I. The wife shall, subject however to seotio~ 17, ~ak th 

application for divorce to the Kathi of the area m wh1 h sh 
resident or to the Special Kathi a,ppointecl und r s t ion 41. 

2. Upon receiving such application, tho l at,hi shnll imm • 
diately cause a notice ther of to b sorvod upon t ho }mAbnnd 
and fi x a date for the h aring of l,he application : 

Provided that if it iA mo.de to apponr to th Knthi by l'\W rn 
8~tement that the huAba,nd iA not in t,ho TsJnnd n,rnl tho.t in t:h 
c1roumstances of the ca,Ao jj; iA not posAiblo t,o scwv th noti1 
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Cap. 99.] MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (MUSLIM) . 

on the husband, the I athi may ardor the notice. to ~e served 
on t h husband's n arost r laLive or, iI no r lativo is known 
to b in the I slo.od, may dispcnso with tho notice. 

3. If on tho dat a1 pointed for Lho h aring of th c:i application 
th . husband do s not t1[ pour, th servico of Lhe notice shall, 
unloss th I o.thi sh 11 have dispensed with the notice under 
t,h pr ding r ul , be proved by sworn sto.toment. 

•l . Th I o.thi shall then proceed to mpanel three Muslim 
assc sor (h r i.nafter r ferred to as "the Muslim assessors") for 
the plU'pose of a,ssisting him in the hearing of the application: 

P rovid d however tha t-

(a) wh r the Kathi is appointed under section 41 ; or 
(b) in areas wh re owing to the sparsen ess of the Muslim popula­

tion or for any oth r reason the Governor has by notifica­
tion in the Gazette declared tbat applications for divorce 
can be heard without the assistance of Muslim assessors ; 

it shall not be necessary for the Kathi to empanel Muslim 
assessors. . 

5. In an area brought under the operation of t he Village 
Communities Ordinance, the Muslim assessors shall b e p ersons 
professing the Muslim faith who are resident in that area and 
who possess the qualifications required under that Ordinance 
to be members of a Village Committee. A list of the names of 
such persons shall be sent from time to time by the Assistant 
Government Agent within whose district such area is situated 
to the Kathi to be filed of record by him. 

6. In an area not brought under the operation of the Village 
Communities Ordinance the Muslim assessors shall b e p ersons 
professing the Muslim faith who are resident in that area and 
whose names appear in the list of Tamil-speaking jurors for that 
area. A list of the names of such persons shall be sent from time 
to time by the Fiscal having jurisdiction over that area to the 
Kathi to be filed of record by him. 

7. It shall bethedutyoftheKathiandoftheMuslimassessors, 
if any, before hearing the application to endeavour by all lawful 
means to bring the parties to an amicable settlement and to 
abate, prevent, or remove with their consent the real cause of 
trouble between them. But if the parties will not agree to such 
settlement, the Kathi and the Muslim assessors shall then proceed 
to hear evidence and to determine the application. 

8. The Kathi shall record in the book to be kept by him for 
the purpose the sworn statements of the wife and of at lea t 
two of her witnesses and the sworn statements of the husband 
(if he is present) and of his witnesses. 

When the Kathi and the Muslim as ssors have examin d all 
the witnesses, the Kathi may make such order or d er e as ma 
by Mm1lim law be lawful. 

9. The Muslim assessors shall first express th ir pini n on 
tho pointA aris ing for their adjudication, and th rathi shall 
thoroupon express ~if!. In tho vo~t of any diITor n f pini n 
be~weon tho Kathi and tho Muslim n.ss Asors or nny f th m, 
or m the event of a rofuso.l by Lwo or mor of t,h Muslim a , cs~ors 
to t'xpress their opinion, th opinion of tho I at.hi shall pr ail 
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MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE (M SLIM). 

tt\.l n n.� tho rd0r in Lho as ov •ry AlJCh 
r l sha.ll b mnd of such di f pinion r 

Rh 11 inmu,cJinfoly ft,o l<i 
• . Ri cl i 

ho fli 
l 11

·d. i shall furnish t he 
rt h of the whole proce d-
pr

PART II. 

12. If the husband or th wife is aggrieved by any such order,
h or h ma within thirty days of the date of such order appeal 
h r from to the Board of Kat.his, who shall have power to hear 
such aµpeal either in public or with closed doors, taking further 
evidence if necessary, and to make such orders as the Board shall 
think fit. 

13. (1) If the husband or wife is aggrieved by the order of
the Board of Kath.is, }:le or she may with.in one month of the 
communication of such order apply by petition to the Supreme 
Court for leave to appeal, and the applicant shall give the opposite 
party notice of the intended application. It shall be lawful for 
the Supreme Court to grant leave to appeal, and, if such leave is 
given, to hear the appeal upon such conditions as the Supreme 
Court may fix as to the payment of all costs that may become 
payable to the respondent in the event of the appellant not 
obtaining an order granting him leave to appeal or in the event 
of the appellant not succeeding in his appeal. 

(2) Upon any such appeal it shall be lawful for the Supreme
Court to order a new trial or that further evidence be taken or 
to affirm or to alter or amend or modifv or reverse the order 
of the Kathi or of the Board of Kathis. 

14. (1) Any husband or wife preferring an appeal under
either of the last two preceding rules shall give notice of such 
appeal to the Kathi, and it shall be the duty of the Kathi t 
carry into effect the order of the Board of Kath.is, if ther is an 
appeal, or the order of the Supreme Court, if there has b n a 
further appeal to the Supreme Court,. 

(2) After the appealable time has elapsed, if th r hu
no appeal from the order of a I athi allowing n di r 
there has been an appeal to the Board of J o.thi , ft r th 
of Kathis has allowed a divorc , or in on,s of n. fnl't,h 1· p 
to the Supreme Court, if the order of th u1 r m mt ull w 
Ruch a divorce, it shall be the duty of th I athi. t, i .. n t, th 
w_ifo seeking a divorce a p rmit und r his hon J l,11,t,in t.lmt. n h 
divorce haR be n allow d and th(\,t it mi y b re iH ( rul. 

[Cap. 99. 

, of J 3 .] 
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